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South American cinema is a delight that seldom courts Twin Cities audiences. Argentinean films are even rarer. 

Nine Queens by Argentinean director, Fabian Bielinsky, enjoyed a brief engagement with the Landmark Theater chain and the Minneapolis Film Festival two springs ago. But few others have tangoed with the Twin Cities in recent memory.

On Friday, however, another Argentinean film, Valentin, opens in Twin Cities theaters. One of its stars, gorgeous Argentinean TV and film actress, Julieta Cardinali, thinks Valentin can turn Twin Cities’ audiences on to films from her country.

“I think it’s a great opportunity for us, for Argentinean people to show our cinema, to show our culture, and to show our work,” she said in a recent interview. “And, we’re not used to doing that in the States.” 

Films with wider distributions can whet the American public’s appetite for even more from Argentina and South America. Cardinali cited City of God, the Brazilian film nominated for two Oscars last February.

“I saw that film and I was like—everyone has to open their minds, to be open-minded, and to try to see subtitled movies so you can see another culture.”

Cardinali believes any audience can identify with Valentin. It’s narrated by the title character, an eight-year-old boy whose grandmother is raising him alone.

“He shows us that we can have hope, though we’re having hard times, and that we can see life another way.”

Valentin’s wayward father woos potential fiancées by introducing them to Valentin. Cardinali steals several scenes as a fiancée who develops a special relationship with the boy. She was nominated for the Silver Condor award, the Argentinean equivalent of an Oscar, for best supporting actress for her performance.

Cardinali credits child actor Rodrigo Noya and the off-screen camaraderie they developed. 

“He’s so great! And he’s so natural. When we were not on the set, I was always with him and we were playing around and joking around with each other and having fun.”

Cardinali understands precocious children. She is 26 and has starred in innumerable TV shows, films, and plays since she was 13. The variety of her work isn’t necessarily by choice. 

“We don’t have such a big industry of movies in Argentina. So, actors, we work on TV and we work in cinema and we work on stage.”

Despite all the work, or perhaps because of it, Cardinali is very close to her family.

“My mom always calls me at night, and she’s like, ‘I’m with you there.’ When I go home she comes to my house and we just talk. And that’s great.”

Cardinali begins shooting another Argentinean film this summer, and earlier this year she completed a second film pairing her with Noya. With luck, Twin Cities audiences will see more of her soon. 

