10 Reasons Your July and August Plans Should Include a Film
It’s strange how July 4th passes and the commotion from noisy blockbusters and their parade of ads diminishes like echoes from last night’s fireworks. Two months remain in the summer movie season. And enough marquee space has cleared to reveal names of films unattached to proven franchises or $100 million budgets.

There are still a number of overblown blockbusters to come, like “Rush Hour 3,” featuring the vexing Chris Tucker. But much of the action tends towards a more cerebral or witty quality in summer’s second half, even in most blockbusters. Here are 10 reasons why your July or August vacation shouldn’t stray far from a cinema.
10) Milos Forman Returns. The Academy Award-winning director of “One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest” and “Amadeus” is back with a period piece about the Spanish Inquisition, “Goya’s Ghost.” Although it’s slipped to late July from an original release date last Christmas, the film features Natalie Portman and Swede, Stellan Skarsgard, in the title role. Curiously, Spanish great, Javier Bardem, doesn’t play Goya but a villainous inquisitor who delights in torturing Portman, as Goya’s muse. Forman’s last film, “Man on the Moon,” in 1999 was mediocre, but seven years between films is enough time for redemption.
9) It’s All About Ethan Hawke. The end of August finds Ethan Hawke adapting his first novel, “The Hottest State,” for screen, directing it, and appearing in one of its supporting roles. His work acting and writing for the “Before Sunset”/“Before Sunrise” pair of films is enough reason alone to check this one out. But it also stars Colombian film star hottie and top-flight actress, Catalina Sandeno Moreno.
8) Looking for Some Gravitas? Classic German director, Werner Herzog, offers it up in spades remaking his 1997 documentary, “Little Dieter Needs to Fly,” as a drama with a more post-9/11 title, “Rescue Dawn.” It stars the chameleon-like Batman portrayer, Christian Bale, as a captured US fighter pilot who runs through the jungle to escape a Laos prison camp. The film opens later this month.
7) How About Nicole Kidman and Bond? The lovely Oscar-winning actress teams with new Bond, Daniel Craig, in mid-August for “The Invasion,” a post-modern re-telling of “The Invasion of the Body Snatchers.” Yes, the already-been-remade factor is a gigantic wall to scale, but Kidman and Craig have the legs to climb it. The film looks scary enough and, if nothing else, just plain good looking.

6) Break Out Your LaRousse Dictionary. One not-to-be-missed French film to hit the art house circuit in July is “Moliere,” a comic biography of the legendary playwright. It’s full of en bouffant Baroque pomposity and tales of Moliere’s farcical adventures at court. But the not-to-be-missed part is the actor in the title role, Romain Duris. He’s possibly the most dynamic star in European film right now. His range spans from a lovable momma’s boy in “The Spanish Apartment” to a mobster who longs to be a concert pianist in a French remake of “The Beat that My Heart Skipped.” Vive Romain Duris!
5) Two Hours of Homer Simpson on the Big Screen. Die-hard fans have waited nearly 20 years for “The Simpsons Movie” opening on July 27th. The film features plenty of Dan Castellaneta and Harry Shearer, as well as Tom Hanks and Minnie Driver, among others. Homer might not land on his feet in the jump to the big screen. But, either way, producer Matt Groening will be landing in plenty of green.
4) Don Cheadle with a Big Afro. It’s rewarding to see a talented actor finally get his ‘do. Hopefully Don Cheadle’s due will include more than a wig in “Talk to Me,” a biopic about a legendary 60s-era DC radio host. Early reviews have earmarked Cheadle for the Oscar shortlist. The film looks just plain funky. Plus, it also features another gifted black actor who deserves more press, Chiwetel Ejiofor (pronounced Chew-it-tell Edge-oh-for), of “Dirty Pretty Things” and “Inside Man” acclaim.
3) Harry Potter. Everybody knows it’s coming. Everybody knows the last two films were good. Every actor in England seems to have appeared in one Potter film or another. Could “Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix” be anything but enjoyable? We’ll find out next Wednesday.

2) The Best Action Franchise of the Decade. Move over Spider-Man. “The Bourne Ultimatum” closes out the Bourne trilogy on August 3rd. The first two installments redefined contemporary spy films so dramatically the Bond people canned Pierce Brosnan, lightened Bond’s hair to a Matt Damon shade of brown, and cut pages of vodka martini entendres. Director wunderkind Paul Greengrass and star Damon are back. Could life get any better?

And at 1) Could It Be the Best Sci-Fi Film Ever? The buzz is that “28-Day’s Later” and “Trainspotting” helmer, Danny Boyle, has certainly come close in his new film, “Sunshine.” He’s re-teaming with “28-Day’s Later” lead, Cillian Murphy, to follow eight astronauts on a last-ditch attempt to relight the dying sun. Fox Searchlight is keeping mum on the details. But rumors clamor about a mind-bending twist rivaling the one punctuating, “Memento,” the masterpiece of fellow UK helmer, Christopher Nolan. Hold on to your hats. The film opens in just two weeks.
So, there they are: 10 reasons why the second half of the summer movie season is worth seeing. For KFAI’s Movie Talk, I’m Paul Bachleitner.
