Intro to Solaris Film Review

If you’re looking for a sci-fi movie this Thanksgiving with lots of explosions and high-tech wizardry, don’t see Solaris. The latest film by Steven Soderbergh, the Oscar Award-winning director of Traffic and Erin Brokovich, replaces laser beams with a multi-layered narrative. The result is stunning. KFAI’s Paul Bachleitner has this review.

Review of Solaris (((½
If you’re looking for a sci-fi movie this Thanksgiving with lots of explosions and high-tech wizardry, don’t see Solaris. The latest film by Steven Soderbergh, the Oscar Award-winning director of Traffic and Erin Brokovich, exchanges laser beams for a multi-layered narrative. The result is stunning. 

The film’s producer, James Cameron, compared Soderbergh to Stanley Kubrick, and Solaris supports a philosophical yearning similar to 2001. But Solaris’ character-driven psychological intensity packs more emotion, and its reminiscent tone is more comparable to that of Terry Gilliam’s late-90’s sci-fi classic, 12 Monkeys. 

Solaris’ protagonist is Chris Kelvin, a psychologist played by George Clooney sent to investigate mysterious events at a space station orbiting planet Solaris. It seems like a sci-fi horror show waiting to happen. But Soderbergh avoids mediocrity by focusing on the characters and themes instead of cheap suspense generated by guns or aliens.

A visceral soundtrack and jump cuts to flashback images evoke the soulful longing of memories that seem tender by comparison to the characters’ outer space isolation, particularly that of Clooney’s dark, moody Kelvin. Clooney strains to reach the complex emotions the role requires, but his chemistry with Natascha McElhone, Kelvin’s wife, is strong enough to carry the film’s emotional weight. 

Clooney said, “No one in this story has answers, they just have really good, smart questions.” If you’re willing to bring your brain to the theater, ditch the long lines for Bond this Thanksgiving weekend and see this film.

I give it three-and-a-half out of four stars. For KFAI, I’m Paul Bachleitner.
